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Friends Picnic Held
The second annual Friends of the Farm Show picnic was held on Saturday, June 10th at the Lebanon Valley Expo Center 
and Fairgrounds picnic pavilion. The event is a celebration of the success of the Foundation. Since the founding of the 501-
C-3 in 2010, $682,136.96 has been spent for educational events and special awards at the Farm Show. 

Mike Firestine volunteered to grill the steaks 
and each person brought a covered dish. 
There was an unbelievable selection of veg-
etables and salads, but the desserts were 
over the top with three cakes, brownies, wa-
termelon and a strawberry dessert.

The mission of the foundation is to stimulate, 
facilitate, and support educational programs, 
incentives and events relating to the annual 
Farm Show event. Some sponsored events 
include Farmers Day, PA Equine Showcase, 
the Learning Stations, and High School 
Rodeo. Additional funds are raised through 
events like the Mike Waugh Celebrity Horse 
Drive and through membership in the orga-
nization. 

Individuals and corporations can 
sponsor events and classes and 
receive tax credit because of the 
charitable 501-C-3 status. 

If you are interested in support-
ing the Foundation, contact Larry 
Weaver at 717-443-0142 or email 
weaverland.lw@gmail.com. 

A special thank you goes to Pat Kerwin 
from the Lebanon Valley Expo Center and 
Fairgrounds for hosting the picnic. He is 
pictured here with Beverly Gruber, Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the Friends Foundation. 
Pat wants to remind everyone to attend the 

Lebanon Area Fair on July 22-29. 

Attending the picnic were 
the following, representing 
various ag groups. Front 

row: Mike Firestine, Fulton 
Bank; Susie Webb, PA 

National Horse Show; Todd 
Bailey, PA Farm Bureau. 
Back row: Larry Weaver, 

Special Advisor to Friends; 
Bill Piper, Chairman of the 
Friends Foundation; Greg 
Hostetter, Deputy Secretary 
of Agriculture, PDA; and 
Perry Habecker, Penn Vet 

School. 

The chief “griller” for the picnic 
was Mike Firestine from Fulton 

Bank. Mike serves as Vice Chair-
man of the Friends Foundation.
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The Friends of Farm Show
Foundation is a 501(c)(3)

non-profit corporation that was 
developed to stimulate, facilitate, 

and support educational programs, 
incentives and events relating to 

the annual Farm Show event. 
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Farm Show Foundation Inc.
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Logan Hall Named to Board 

Our featured board member this newsletter is Logan 
Hall from Mechanicsburg, PA. He came on the board 
in late November and was a real asset to the 2017 
Farm Show. Logan is a 2014 graduate of Delaware 
Valley University in Doylestown, PA. His B.S. degree 
is in Ag Education. His first job out of college was Dep-
uty Communications Director for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture in Harrisburg. From PDA he 
was hired in October 2016 to be the 4-H Youth Devel-
opment Educator for Cumberland County Extension, 
overseeing the 4-H program in the county.

Logan was raised in Cumberland County and lived in Carlisle, PA. His Ag expe-
rience came from working on his aunt’s farm. He was a 4-H member for many 
years. Other ties to agriculture include President of the Pennsylvania State 4-H 
Council in 2010; founder of DVC Collegiate 4-H in 2011; PA Farm Bureau FACE 
Program; recipient of the DVC Founder’s Award and a member of the PA Farm 
Show Scholarship Foundation since 2016.

Foundation Contact Information
Email Address: farmshowfriends@gmail.com

Website: www.friendsoffarmshow.com
Like us on Facebook: FriendsofPAFarmShow

Farm Show    Firsts
1851 -  PA’s first statewide agricultural exposition was held - the success of this 

event left a benchmark in the state’s agricultural history and was the in-
spiration for the Farm Show. 

1917 -  First official Farm Show was held.

1921 -  First livestock exhibits - dairy cattle, beef cattle, sheep, swine, and 
horses. 

1922 -  First competitive livestock exhibits - swine were judged and sold at the 
conclusion of the show.

1923 - The length of Farm Show was expanded to five days.

1923 -  4-H Club first sold Pennsylvania potatoes beginning a Farm Show tradi-
tion.

1924 - First exhibition of 4-H livestock, consisting of 49 Hereford steers.

1930 -  Earliest instance of the court of commodity royalty - three farmers and 
one farmer’s wife were named Dairy King, Swine King, Potato King and 
Turkey Queen. 

1931 - Permanent Farm Show Building was opened. 

1932 - First time a press room was operated for news reporters.



Flea Market held every Sunday from 
May through September at Elmerton Parking Lot

PA Farmers Open Air Market held every Tuesday and 
Friday during June, July, August and September

July 2017
7/8 Motorcycle Safety Day: Live Free Ride Alive
 www.facebook.com/events/230807510725095

August 2017
8/3-8/5 Mecum Auto Auction
 www.mecum.com
8/11-8/13 Harrisburg Kennel Club
 http://www.hkc.org/ 
8/19-8/20 Harrisburg Gun and Knife Show
 www.cegunshows.com
8/19 Commonwealth Dressage I
 www.halcyon-farm.com/harrisburg.html
8/20 Commonwealth Dressage II
 www.halcyon-farm.com/harrisburg.html
8/22-8/24 Harrisburg National Horse Show
 www.halcyon-farm.com/harrisburg.htm
8/25-8/27  The Harrisburg Classic Horse Show
 www.halcyon-farm.com/harrisburg.htm

September 2017
9/2-9/3  Colonial Classic Horse Show
 www.colonialclassichorseshow.com/
9/15-9/21 All American Dairy Show
 www.allamerican.state.pa.us
9/29-10/8 Keystone International Livestock Exposition
 http://www.keystoneinternational.state.pa.us

October 2017
10/12-10/21  PA National Horse Show
    www.panational.org
10/27-10/29  PA State 4-H Horse Show
          www.extension.psu.edu/4-h/projects/horses

November 2017
11/6-11/11  Standardbred Horse Sale
  http://theblackbook.com
11/18  Bullride Mania
11/29-12/3  PA Christmas & Gift Show

December 2017
12/9-12/10  Harrisburg Gun and Knife Show
  www.cegunshows.com

Upcoming Events at the 
Farm Show Complex

Volunteer Numbers Amazing
When visitors attended the 2017 PA Farm Show in January 
they were greeted by hundreds of educational exhibits, lots 
of vendors selling everything from cowboy boots to garden 
seeds and great food, but they were also welcomed by the 
smiling faces of many, many volunteers who were eager to 
see that the 2017 show was the best ever. 

This year’s total number of volunteers was approximately 
2,893. Volunteers came from nearly all 67 counties in Penn-
sylvania and from the states of Ohio, Maryland and Florida. 

So what do all these volunteers do? 

It is the volunteers that answer your questions at both the 
information booth and the Penn State University booth. 

It is the volunteers in Family Living and Farm Products who 
accept the entries, assist the judges and display the winning 
entries. Many of these volunteers come to Farm Show on 
the Wednesday before the show and don’t leave until the 
day after the show closes.

It is the volunteers who organize all the animal shows and 
see to it that everything runs smoothly at each show. 

It is the volunteers who run the sled at the horse and pony 
pulls. 

It is the volunteers who operate the carousel and sell the 
ride tickets so the children can have a “fun” experience in 
January. 

It is the volunteers who prepare and serve all that yummy 
food in the Food Court. All eighteen commodity food booths 
in the Food Court are non-profits which reinvest their pro-
ceeds back into Pennsylvania agriculture.

Yes, it is the volunteers that make the Farm Show the pre-
mier event that it is. 

A big thank you to all of these volunteers for doing an amaz-
ing job - your commitment and passion for the show are 
greatly appreciated, not only by the Farm Show staff, but by 
everyone in the Commonwealth.



If you would like to receive this 
newsletter via email, 

please send a request to 
farmshowfriends@gmail.com

Farm Show Improvements Coming Soon

Consider Joining the Friends 
of the Pennsylvania Farm Show Foundation, Inc.

www.friendsoffarmshow.com

In 2010, the Friends of the Pennsylvaniwa Farm Show Foundation, Inc. 
was established to stimulate, facilitate and support educational pro-
grams, incentives and events relating to the annual Pennsylvania Farm 
Show. It is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization. Contribu-
tions are tax deductible. 

We encourage you to become a friend. Contributions are $50.00 annu-
ally or $500.00 to become a lifetime friend. An association contribution 
is $500.00 annually and corporate/business is $1,000.00. For a member-
ship application, contact Larry Weaver, 2300 N. Cameron St., Harris-
burg, PA 17110 or call 717-443-0142  or email weaverland.lw@gmailcom.

Sharon Atland, Farm Show Executive 
Director, is happy to announce that the 
Farm Show facility has been approved 
for up to $21 million in capital improve-
ment projects for the 2018-2019 year. 

She is extremely excited and grate-
ful for the investment made by the 
Commonwealth. The three items she 
is looking forward to are the new dock, 
the flooring upgrades and removal of 
the coal burner plant. 

The list is as follows:

•   Replace loading docks – Repair 
or replace main loading docks that 
serve the Main Hall, West and North 
Buildings.

 
•   Remove remains of coal burner/

plant and install new gas plant – 
Demolish condemned coal plant and 
install new back up gas boiler and all 
associated parts including building 
modifications to Utility Room area..

 
•   Resurface floors – Replace or 

resurface existing concrete floors to 
remove existing trip hazards while 
creating a more uniform walking sur-
face in the Main hall, north, North-
east, Northwest, East and West 
buildings.

 •   PSU PFEI Report –Entire old 
section - New overhead doors, Man 
Doors, Windows

•   Cameron Street Lobby and Roof 
Repair/Replace – Replace or repair 
architectural standing seam roof 
that creates a constant slip and fall 
hazard.

 
•   Information Technology Infrastruc-

ture Upgrades 
 
•   Complete Maclay Street end Façade 

restoration – Roof, windows, parapet 
wall and exterior wall repairs are 
needed to alleviate water penetra-
tion into the newly remodeled Key-
stone Conference Center stairwell 
and USDA offices in the center of 
the building. Restore three copper 
facades that cover stairs.

 
•   HVAC Building Automation System 

– Replace and integrate all HVAC 
systems into a single open control 
platform to properly manage all 
HVAC Systems.

 
•   Upgrade water lines/fire loops ser-

vicing suppression system – Study 
the condition of outside perimeter 
fire

 

•   Equine Arena Exhaust System – 
Install automatic exhaust ventilation 
and controls, integrated into the 
existing building management sys-
tem, to allow for proper introduction 
of make-up air and the exhausting of 
carbon monoxide gas created during 
motor events.

 
•   NE Mezzanine/Expo Hall/Equine 

Switchgear Maintenance - Substa-
tion maintenance needed.

 
•   North Entrance/Admin Office Space 

Addition – Construct a single story 
entrance on the North end of the 
Expo hall to better serve our cus-
tomer needs. This entrance should 
include office space for event 
promoter administrative services, 
ticket booth and at least two meet-
ing rooms to be used as seminar 
or breakout areas. This entrance 
should have approximately 15,000 
square feet of usable space.

 
•  Onsite Parking lot improvements
 


